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Learning from Portland

• A delegation of Rapid 
City Council Members, 
city officials and business 
people attended

• Presented findings and 
recommendations to 
Council and Community



 

Sustainability: 

Society

Environment

Economy
“meet present 
needs without 
compromising 

the ability of 
future 

generations to 
meet their 

needs.”



for Rapid City’s continued 
green and sustainable 

efforts.

Create a 
community 
roadmap

Our Task:



Direction
• The Council 

recommended this 
roadmap as a process by 
which citizens, business, 
and government can 
explore and plan, both 
independently and 
cooperatively to become 
a greener and more 
sustainable Rapid City. 



Appointed by Mayor September 2009

2 City Council
7 Citizens

1 City Employee



Mission Statement
• Facilitate creation of a 

community-authored 
roadmap for fostering 
stewardship of the 
environment of Rapid City.



Therefore, we will:
• Celebrate our quality of life;

• Educate ourselves and our 
community on sustainable 
practice;

• Formulate environmental 
stewardship;

• Implement economically sound 
measures;

• Evaluate socially viable 
solutions.



We have much to celebrate 



 —Learn what the city is already doing

—Ask the community about priorities
—Talk to experts here and in other cities 
—Come up with ideas that could work here 

Our approach:
Educate, investigate, evaluate, formulate



Subcommittees and Topics
• Energy

• Transportation

• Land Use

• Natural Assets

• Education

• Recycling

• Local Foods

• Water



 

Private sector “green” action

• SDSM&T LEED 
award

• Downtown 
enhancements

• Bike trail 
improvements

• Recycle Booklet

• Farmers 
Markets

• Green building 
standards

• Urban Orchard

• Energy 
conservation



City’s Green Policy and Practice 
• Materials recovery, 

compost, and landfill 
gas recovery projects

• City energy policy

• Storm water treatment 
areas and planning

• Parks & trails 
improvements

• Water supply 
improvements

• Historic preservation

• Bike path expansions

• Neighborhood planning

• Expanded recycling in 
city & school buildings



Task Force Activities

• Two dozen open 
meetings

• 12 recommendations

• 8 subcommittees

• 7 media stories

• 6 community events

• 4 pilot project 
proposals

• 3-page summary

• 2 city clean-ups and

• 1 extensive list of 
links and resources.

• More than 50 citizens participating in:



Community Outreach

Past | Present | Future



Event: Our Green Future



First Green/
Sustainable 

Summit
During Earth Day with WDT





• 40th Annual Rapid City Cleanup Day, 
April 2010

• Energy Efficiency Awareness Day at 
Rushmore Mall, October 2010

• Rapid City Recycles Day, November 2010

• Sustainability Education Workshop, 
December 2010

Task Force Volunteers participated in:



 

Pilot Projects & 
Recommendations



Proposed Pilot Projects
• Downtown Recycling

• Green & Sustainable 
Business Awards 

• Trinity Lutheran 
Stormwater Garden

• Smart Growth Community Plan North of I-90



 

Policy 
Recommendations



• Create Sustainability Committee to succeed 
Ad Hoc Task Force

• Implement recommendations from 2010 
Solid Waste Management Plan

• Create city-wide recycling advocate post

• Adopt a policy to mitigate loss 
of greenway land with 
replacement open space

• Complete pedestrian and 
bicycle master plan and 
implementation



• Feature local food in tourist 
promotions & route city buses to 
farmers markets 

• Integrate pedestrian and 
bicycle paths in new 
developments and in 
reconstruction or 
redevelopment of existing 
corridors such as Jackson 
Boulevard and Mount 
Rushmore Road

• Implement recommendations from 
city beautification committee as 
proposed for Vision 2012, “West 
Memorial Park.” 



Now that our 
task is done:

http://www.rcgov.org/Mayors-Office/green-cities.html

We urge the Mayor and 
Council to create a 
“sustainability” seat on 
specified committees, 
nominate interested citizens 
to those posts, and create a 
separate committee made up 
of those appointees to meet 
regularly to discuss Rapid 
City’s sustainable future.

http://www.rcgov.org/Mayors-Office/green-cities.html
http://www.rcgov.org/Mayors-Office/green-cities.html


 

Thank you to:
Council 

Members 
Gunderson- 

Olson, 
Martinson 

and Costello 
for bringing 
inspiration 
back from 

Portland and 
for some of 

the photos in 
this 

presentation.

Alan Hanks, Mayor
and



• Additional photo credits: 
Johanna Blume, City of 
Rapid City, Shirley Frederick,  
Hansen-Larsen Memorial 
Park, Ed & Suzanne Martley,  
Jessica Miller, Tim Roach, 
Western Dakota Tech, South 
Dakota DOT.

Music from David Anthony, Somewhere in the Black Hills

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it 

is the only thing that ever has. Margaret Mead



Garry Black
Four Front Design
Gunar Dzintars
City Energy Plant Manager
Eirik Heikes
Four Front Design
Patti Martinson
Past City Council Member
Suzanne Iudicello Martley
Junkyard Dogfish Consulting
Cynthia Matson
Retired Executive
Jessica Miller
Dahl Arts Center
Karen Gunderson Olson
Past City Council Member 
Tim Roach
TSP 
Aaron Sanders
Architect

Task Force Appointees Subcommittee Members
Sandra Beshara
Rhoda Burrows
John Campbell

Sue Cole
Chris Coleman
DeVee Dietz
Donna Fisher

Shirley Frederick
Robin Garret
Dave Haskell

Eldene Henderson
MaryFrances Ireland

Cheryl Jarding
Clark Jones

DeeDee Karabetsos
Chili Lautenschlager

Craig Lewis
Roger Nelson 

Donna Robinson
Shane Sieweke

Tim Teesliun
Carmen Thompson

Fred Thurston
Matie Tyson
Mutch Usera
Lois Ward



The End
Chante Etan Photo


