
M E M O R A N D U M  

DATE: April 2, 2007 

TO: Mayor Shaw, Council Members 

FROM: Theodore J. Vore, PE-LS 

RE: Project DR 04-1390 Knollwood Elements 2 & 20 – Requested SDDOT Railroad Land 
purchase 

CC: Dirk Jablonski 

Attached please find exhibits showing Knollwood Drainage Basin Elements and the parcel proposed to be 
purchased. The lands to be purchased would provide the City needed land to construct open channel 
drainage necessary for the entire Knollwood Drainage Basin.  Upon completion of the drainage channel, 
through the present Railroad Lands, the City may elect to sell the remainder of the property. 

 

Project DR 04-1390 as outlined in the Kollwood Drainage Basin Design Plan (DBDP) is the first phase of a 
drainage reconstruction project for the Knollwood Drainage Basin.  Elements 2 & 20 recommend an open 
channel that will traverse across, what is presently, South Dakota State Railroad property.  The State 
would not allow the City an easement for an open channel drainage, therefore, the Council voted (9-06-05) 
to lease the land thus giving the City the first right to purchase.  Subsequently the SDDOT Railroad 
Authority has offered the property for sale to the City.  Council authorized a survey and platting of the 
property and such has been completed.  Approval for purchase by the City will initiate the title transfer and 
the ability for the City to proceed with the Knollwood Elements 2 & 20 completion in 2008, Knollwood 
Element 3 completion in 2009 and Knollwood Element 5 completion in 2010.  

The existing drainage facilities in Elements 5 and 3 are extremely undersized and presently causing 
flooding of Eagle By-Rite property and property just north of Centre Street. 

Drainage problem correction must start at Rapid Creek and this purchase will allow these corrections to be 
implemented.  

Funds have been budgeted, $750,000.00, out of fund 8911 (Drainage) for the purchase of said property.  
The City should be able to recover nearly 100% of the cost of this property from the remaining lands once 
the channel is constructed. 
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EXHIBIT "A"

KNOLLWOOD ELEMENTS 2 & 20
PROJECT NO. DR04-1390

CIP # 50312
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