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CITY OF RAPID CITY

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 57701

Public Works Department

Engineering Services Division
300 Sixth Street
Telephone: (605) 394-4154 TAX: (605) 355-3083
Web: www.rcgov.org

TO: Public Works Committee

FROM: Brandon Quiett
Engineering Project Engineer

DATE: September 7, 2011

RE: Request to waive requirement to install sidewalk per City Ordinance 12.16.080

1391 E. Hwy 44

Lot 2, and Lot 3, Cambell Square Addition, located in Section 5, T1N, R8E, BHM,
Rapid City, South Dakota

A request was received in the Public Works Office on September 7, 2011 requesting the
requirement to install sidewalk per City of Rapid City Ordinance 12.16.080 be waived. This request
is associated with a building permit for an auto dealership. A 4 foot sidewalk is required to be
constructed one foot from the property line along Hwy 44 as per the Rapid City Municipal Code.

The City of Rapid City Code of Ordinances, 12.16.080 New or Relocated Residential or Commercial
Buildings. Section (A) states:

“The construction of a permanent sidewalk fronting or abutting all streets, highways and
avenues shall be accomplished by the builder, owner or developer of all new or relocated
residential or commercial buildings within the city...”

Section (C) states:

“Application for variance. Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Building Official under
this section may apply in writing to the Common Council for a variance from the requirements
of this section.”

Therefore, as allowed by ordinance, see attached written request from the land owner to the
Common Council.

The subject properties are located on the south side of Hwy 44 in the Cambell Square
Addition, approximately 1,000 feet east of Cambell Street and just west of the intersection of E.
Highway 44 and Creek Drive. Hwy 44 is a state highway with no sidewalk in the location of the
subject properties, or sidewalk on the east or west to connect to. The properties’ frontage within the
Right of Way is at a local high point and is approximately 130 feet in length. The topography gently
slopes to the northwest and the south east from the common lot line. There is a ditch and culvert
crossing on the west side of the frontage which may require additional fill material, or possibly a
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small retaining wall. The site plan does not indicate use of the western approach, so the culvert
crossing may even be removed. A demand path on the north side of the street indicates that most
of the pedestrian traffic along E. Highway 44 is across the street, where there is also no sidewalk.
There is a city water line near the typical sidewalk location, but should not present a conflict. Staff
recommends that sidewalk be included with the building permit application.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends the request to waive the requirement to install
sidewalk be denied.
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ENGINEERING Division

To: Public Works Committee:

From: Shurald and Nancy Swedlund

Date: September 6, 2011

Re: Request to waive requirement to install sidewalk per City Ordinance 12.16.080

East Hwy 44 lots 2 and 3 Cambell Square Addition, Rapid city, South Dakota.

We , Shurald and Nancy Swedlund, the owners of Lots 2 and 3 of Cambell Square Addition
Are requesting the requirement to install sidewalk per City of Rapid City ordinance 12.16.080 be

Waived.

1. The Topography does not allow for sidewalks to be installed due to the steep ditches and
sloping of the land.

2. There are no sidewalks on either side of the property (east or west) to connect to.

3. There are no sidewalks within miles on Hwy 44 on the South Side including a newly built strip
mall just east of the property.

4. The city main water supply would be directly beneath the entire frontage of property which
would cause future problems for servicing the water line.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this variance we are requesting.
Sincerely q O \A/aQQ\JZ
Shurald and Nancy Swedlund

Exhibits 1 and 2 have been provided as attachments to illustrate the topography.
Exhibits 3 and 4 have been provided in picture form for visual.
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