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CITY OF RAPID CITY

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 57701

Public Works Department
Engineering Services Division
300 Sixth Street

Telephone: (605)3944154 FAX: (605) 355-3083
Web: www._rcgov.org

MEMORANDUM
TO: Public Works Committee, Mayor Hanks, City Council
FROM: Dale Tech PE/LS, City Engineer %

SUBJECT.: E. St. Pat and S. Valley Drive Traffic Signal Public Input Meeting

DATE: March 30, 2010

Attached are comments from citizens that attended the public meeting that was held on Tuesday March
9™ 2010 as well as comments that were left with the Engineering Services Division from people that
could not attend the meeting. There were seventeen comments requesting the traffic signal be
reinstalled and twelve comments requesting the traffic signal be removed.

The Traffic Signat Warrant Study that was completed by Engineering Services on February 17, 2010
recommends that the traffic signal should be removed as none of the nine warrants presented in the
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices were satisfied.

Engineering Services is requesting direction from the City Council as to whether or not the traffic signal
should be replaced.
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PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS

ST. PATRICK ST. / VALLEY DR.

TRAFFIC SIGNAL SsTUDY

ENGINEERING SERVICES/PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

ST. PATRICK ST./VALLEY DR. TRAFFIC SIGNAL

03/09/10
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE — COMMENT SHEET  © *

St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal

Tuesday, March 9, 2010
6:30 — 8:00 PM
Community Room - CSAC
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RETURN TO: City of Rapid City
: Engineering Services
300 Sixth Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
FAX 394-6905
Email john.less@rcgov.org
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Ward 4 Alderman
1128 Alma St

Rapid City, SD 57701
Home: 341-7276
Cell: 545-4269

From: tess johnston [mailto:tm_johnston@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thu 2/25/2010 7:09 PM

To: LaCroix Lioyd

Subject: South Valley Drive and East St. Patrick Signal

Good Evening;

I just read the study that was done on East St. Patrick and South Valley Drive to see it the
conditions warrant the replacement of the stop light and it appears that they are saying that the
conditions do not. My thoughts are that it will cost to go through with the recommendations that
were suggested when in reality shouldn't Fed Ex, whose driver is responsible for removing the stop
light, have insurance that would pay for the replacement of the light. Living off of South Valley
Drive and attempting to go to work at the prime times indicated in the study, against traffic that is
flowing at an average rate of 45 mph if not a little faster, is not exactly the safest. My concern is
the elderly population that live down this road as well as the young drivers that are attempting to
get to school, which I know that both live in this area. I have lived in this area for well over ten
years and have not noticed many accidents at this intersection but fear that his will change due to
the high rate of speed of the through traffic and the challenge facing those drivers that are trying
to turn or cross at this intersection. Instead of going to all of the trouble of changing the
intersection why not just put it back the way it was. I do not believe that there were any
cemplaints prior to the stop light being knocked down and, from this area citizens driving
perspective, a lot safer.

I really appreciate the attention that you have given to this matter. Please continue to keep me
informed until the final decision is reached.

Thank you,
Tessia Johnston

Hotmail: Trusted ermail with Microsoft’'s powerful SPAM protection. Sign up now.

Hotmail: Powerful Free email with security by Microsoft. Get it now.
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Less John

From: LaCroix Lloyd

Sent: Monday, March 08, 2010 6:46 AM

To: tess johnston

Ce: Tech Dale; Less John

Subject: RE: South Valiey Drive and East St. Patrick Signal

I was informed they will put up signs in the neighborhood. I will
check today

Dale or John do you have the date on the meeting

Lloyd LaCroix
Council President

Rapid City Common Council
Ward 4 Alderman

1128 Alma St.

Rapid City, SD 57701
Home: 341-7276

Cell: 545-4269

From: tess johnston [mailto:tm_johnston@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tue 3/2/2010 6:38 AM

To: LaCroix Lioyd

Subject: RE: South Valley Drive and East St. Patrick Signal

Do you know when and where this public meeting will be?

Subject: RE: South Valley Drive and East St. Patrick Signal
Date: Mon, 1 Mar 2010 17:37:46 -0700

From: Lioyd.LaCroix@rcgov.org

To: tr_johnston@hotmail.com

Tess John Less will hold a public meeting to get input from the
residents, their has been responses from citizens to not installi and
to install, it is covered by insurance and would not cost anything to
re install. The concern the staff had was the accidents involved in
red light violations. I agree people are use to the light and if they
want it back up it should be.

Lloyd LaCroix

Council President
Rapid City Common Councif
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St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal
Tuesday, March 9, 2010

6:30 — 8:00 PM
Community Room - CSAC
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St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal
Tuesday, March 9, 2010

6:30 — 8:00 PM
Community Room - CSAC
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RETURN TO: City of Rapid City
Engineering Services
300 Sixth Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
FAX 394-6905
Email john.less@rcgov.org

ltem #20



P\W033010-18
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE — COMMENT SHEET

St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal
Tuesday, March 9, 2010
6:30 — 8:00 PM
Community Room - CSAC
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Engineering Services
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Rapid City, SD 57701
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Email john.less@rcgov.org
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St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal
Tuesday, March 9, 2010
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Community Room - CSAC
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St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal

Tuesday, March 9, 2010
6:30 — 8:00 PM
Community Room - CSAC
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RETURN TO: City of Rapid City
Engineering Services
300 Sixth Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
FAX 394-6905
Email john.less@rcgov.org
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St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal

Tuesday, March 9, 2010
6:30 — 8:00 PM
Community Room - CSAC
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Engineering Services
300 Sixth Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
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St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal
Tuesday, March 9, 2010

6:30 — 8:00 PM
Community Room - CSAC
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St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal

Tuesda\}, March 9, 2010
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Community Room - CSAC
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St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal
Tuesday, March 9, 2010

6:30 — 8:00 PM
Community Room - CSAC
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Engineering Services
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Rapid City, SD 57701
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Email john.less@rcgov.org
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- St. Patrick St. / Valley Dr. Traffic Signal

Tuesday, March 9, 2010
6:30 — 8:00 PM
Community Room - CSAC
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COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF REMOVING
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Rationale for NOT having traffic lights at the intersection of East St. Patrick

and South Valley Drive
1. {raffic flow:
a. Since the bypass was built, the traffic on East St. Pat has decreased a
great deal.

b. Traffic studies have shown there is no need for lights at this
intersection.

c. Without the lights, traffic flows smoothly with no inconvenience to
drivers.

d. In fact, the wait experienced by cross traffic at the stop sign is far less
than waiting for the lights to change.

2. Safety:
a. Please consider that a stop sign actually requires the driver to stop and
look both ways before entering the intersection.

b. Whereas, with lights, drivers tend to puil out as soon as their light
turns green without looking right or left. Oftentimes, vehicles
traveling legally at 45 mph on East St. Pat are unable to stop and
consequently run the red light, sometimes with dire consequences.

¢. An earlier argument for the lights was because kids walked to the
Rapid Valley school when it was located by Twilight and Highway
44. This is no longer a valid argument given that the school has not
been at that site for several years now.

d. If some deem it important to have lights at this intersection, this begs
the question as to why there are no lights at the next intersection
where South Valley Drive meets Highway 44. There has been no
outcry for lights there and yet that is a much busier intersection than
the East St. Pat and South Valley Drive intersection.

(W ¢ have izved on the corner of East St. Pat and South Valley Drive for 20 years.)
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Less John

From: Vespested Brenda

Sent: Tuesday, March 09, 2010 3:43 PM

To: Less John; Tech Dale

Subject: E Saint Patrick & S Valley Drive Traffic Signal

Dennis McNabb — 2603 E Saint Francis St. Dennis called and cannot make the neighborhood meeting tonight about the
stoplight at E Saint Patrick St and S Valley Drive. He would like to voice his opinion about the intersection — he wants to
see the bushes at the corner removed because in his opinion this is why there have been accidents, and doesn’t want
the stoplight put back up because people cut through his street when the traffic signal was in place.

Brenda Vespested

Administrative Assistant
Public Works Department
City of Rapid City

300 6th Street

Rapid City, SD 57701
605-394-4165
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Less John

From: Sattler Patty

Sent: Tuesday, March 09, 2010 3:35 PM
To: Tech Dale; Less John

Subject: Concerned Citizen

A gentleman called in to say he could not make the meeting tonight regarding the light at E St Patrick and South Valley
Dr, & wanted us to know that the problem is not the light. but the bushes. He does not care whether there is a light -
there or not, but the bushes need to be taken care of. He states people drive too fast to begin with then they don’t have

a clear visual field to see the other traffic.

Thanks,

Patty
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Less John

From: Vespested Brenda

Sent: Friday, March 05, 2010 11:51 AM

To: Tech Dale; Less John

Subject: E St Pat & S Valley Dr Stoplight Opinion

Mrs. Knecht called today at 11:30 am to let us know that she thinks that the stoplight was a nuisance and the City should
save it’s money and not put it back up.

Brenda Vespested

Administrative Assistant
Public Works Department
City of Rapid City

300 6th Street

Rapid City, SD 57701
605-394-4165
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Less John

From: Brumbaugh Don

Sent: Saturday, March 06, 2010 7:50 AM

To: "Weyland Anderson’

Cc: Tech Dale; Less John; Ellis Robert

Subject: - RE: Traffic Control light St. Patrick and S. Valley Drive

Thank you for your comments. I will get them to the proper folks.

----- Original Message-----

From: Weyland Anderson [mailto:weylandrsn@rap.midco.net]
Sent: Friday, March 05, 2010 6:15 PM

To: Brumbaugh Don

Subject: Traffic Control light St. Patrick and S. Valiey Drive

Mr. Brumbaugh,

I do not think I will be able to attend the meeting regarding the traffic light on East St. Patrick and South
Valley Drive.

I would like state my opinion that there is rio need for a traffic control light at that intersection.

I drive past through that intersection at least twice daily and seldom see & vehicle waiting to access St. Patrick
from South Valley Drive.

When the light was in place the only function it seemed to serve was to impede the flow of traffic on St.
Patrick Street.

I believe if a traffic study of the intersecticn were undertaken the result would support my observations.

Thanks,
Weyland Anderson
(605) 390-2323

weylandrsn@rap.midco.net
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Less John

From: Tech Dale

Sent: Monday, March 15, 2010 8:22 AM
To: Less John

Subject: FW: St. Patrick & S. Valley Driver
John,

Here is the e-mail from Doug Kinniburgh.

Dale

From: digdugki@aol.com [mailto:digdugki@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2010 4:31 PM

To: Tech Dale

Subject: St. Patrick & S. Valley Driver

Mr. Tech,

I am well aware that the DOT had previously stated that the signal was no longer warranted after the SE Connector was
constructed and that the City had approached Pennington County on its removal and was denied. | wish to thank the City
of Rapid City for their hesitation and further review of the need for the traffic signal at the above referenced intersection. |
would also hope that Pennington County would also consider the negitive impact an unwarranted signal has on the
majority of the users.

I have live south of this intersection for the last 5 years. Leading up to the December accident which took out the signal, it
was very common that | would witness red-light runners on my way to and from work. The frequency of this was usually 3-
4 times per week and most of the violators were traveling EB on St. Patrick. We have 5 licensed drivers in my household
and | had always pointed out to my family of this danger and previously encourage them fo enter the intersection with
caution even with the green light. Since the accident, my family has commented to me that the delay is far less with the
stop signs then it was with the signal and it is very easy to find a gap to make the turns that we wish to make. | understand
that some of my fellow neighbors have complained about the signal not being replaced, however, the majority of the traffic
who passes through the intersection is not bothered with unnecessary excess delay.

Again thank you for your continued review as it is common knowledge in the transportation industry that an unwarranted
signal will cause more accidents then it is intended to prevent.

Doug Kinniburgh
3010 S. Valley Dr.
Rapid City, SD 57703
605.393.0569
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE—COMMENT SHEET

St. Patrick St./Valley Dr. Traffic Signal

Tuesday, March 9, 2010
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Community Room — CSAC

Warren Saffry
5215 S Sunnyside Dr
Rapid City, SD 57701-8575

I am a mail carrier who has passed through the intersection—south on Valley Drive,
then left onto St. Patrick-—five days a week for a number of years. My passage is much
quicker and smoother since the signal was removed. As it was a timed signal, it ofien
changed when there was little traffic on either street. 1spent a good deal of time staring
at a virtually empty St. Patrick while waiting for the light to change. When it did change,
I often had to wait for a line of traffic south of St. Patrick to clear before I could make my
left turn, Several times 1 was almost struck by vehicles running the red light on St.
Patrick. '

Since the signal was removed, I can quickly and safely take advantage of holes in the
(light) St. Patrick traffic. Seldom do T have to yield to northbound vehicles on Valley
Drive. Traffic on St. Patrick can cruise right through—no need to watch for an arbitrary

signal.
1 was greatly impressed by the study presented at the meeting—I believe they have it

exactly right. There is no need for a signal; the intersection is probably safer and more
efficient without it.
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Less John

From: Batman, Linda [Ibatman@diorc.org]
Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2010 9:44 AM
To: Less John

Subject: East St Patrick stop light

ear Mr Less:

Drue to “Math Night” at Rapid Valley School for my daughter, I was unable to attend the public meeting last
night on the East St Patrick Street stop light. If possible, I would still like to comment on the issue.

I have lived in the Valley for nine years and 80% of the time I take East St Patrick Street for my trips into town.
I have always felt that light was a hazard. In wintery weather, I cannot tell you how many times | have almost
slid through the light or into the car in front of me (or almost hit from behind). With all the traffic stopping in
that area, the road becomes very slippery just before the light and even though you are driving carefully due to
weather conditions, sometimes it’s very hard to come to a stop. Just this morming, as I was driving in to work, I
thought about how nice it is to keep driving and not have to worry about that slippery intersection.

The other point I would like to make is that I know there are some people who want the stop light replaced
because of individuals crossing the street. 1know the original purpose of the light was mostly for children
crossing the street to get to Valley View School. In the past nine years, I can say that [ have never seen anyone
crossing East St Patrick Street at or near that light. I travel through that intersection are various times of the day
and night and I truly have never seen anyone crossing or waiting to cross in that area. Especially now with
Valley View School moved to a different location, I don’t see the need for the light. (I have also never seen
children walking across Hwy 44 to get to and from Valley View School when it was in it’s original location.
Personally, I would NEVER let my children walk across that road!)

We have a close friend who, about three years ago, was traveling home on East St Patrick heading towards Hwy
44. Tt was about &:00 in the evening and no other car was in that intersection. It was a wintery night and as he
was stopping because of the light turning red, he ended up sliding out of control and smashing into a tree. My
point is that it’s not just the danger of having an accident with other cars, but a severe accident can happen to
just one vehicle because of hzving to stop at that light.

I have tried to see the other side of the issue and the only reason [ can see as a purpose for the light is for traffic
traveling in the opposite direction. But even when I have comne to the intersection traveling north or south, I
prefer the stop sigrn. It seems a much safer option since you have to look in both directions for on-coming
traffic, rather than trusting the light when there is the possibility of someone running or sliding through the
intersection. (And the wait time is shorter toc!}

Thank you for taking the time to read my concems over this issue. 1hope my comments will be of some
assistance as you come to a determination regarding the light.

Sincerely,

Linda Batman

4827 Sand Creek Crt
Rapid City, SD 57703
791-4992
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