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May 19, 2005 
 
 
 
City of Rapid City Planning Commission 
300 Sixth Street 
Rapid City, South Dakota 57701 
 
To the Members, 
 
This letter is to make known my view on one item of the overlay zoning of the Canyon Lake area.  
That one item being that all projects except single family and duplex projects no matter if that 
project complies with all the overlay requirements be required to go through the planned 
development process before applying for a building permit.   
 
In no other zoning district is a project required to go through a planned development process if it 
is complying with all of that district's requirements.  This requirement overloads the building 
department, adds more time for the building permit process and requires more fees to be paid by 
the applicant. To single out one district is like adding an additional tax to all projects in that 
district and not to projects in any other district, a tax levied in an unfair manner.   
 
If this process is being used to only notify the neighborhood that a building permit is being 
applied for on a site and that is how Karen Bulman has described it to me, there are more 
reasonable ways to do that.   
 
One way would be to have a liaison person at the building department that would be able to 
answer questions from the public concerning building permit applications for their neighborhood.  
The public has a right to know if permits are being applied for but it is also the public’s 
responsibility to seek out that information by their own initiative by calling the building 
department and asking the simple question.  An individual such as Karen Bulman or someone 
else in the department could be designated to be that person. 
 
  Another solution could be that a sign similar to the Planned Development sign that is posted on 
a site during that process be provided for by the building department with a refundable fee to be 
posted on the sites indicating that a building permit application is being applied for. 
 
Thank you. 
 
     Respectfully yours, 
 
 
 
     Robert Kent Kennedy 
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