Ordinance No. 6011

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE RAPID CITY GAS CODE
BY AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS IN CHAPTER 15.20
OF THE RAPID CITY MUNICIPAL CODE

WHEREAS, the City of Rapid City has adopted the Rapid City Gas Code in Chapter
15.20 of the Rapid City Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to amend R.C.M.C. Chapter 15.20 to update certain
provisions that are unnecessary or outdated; and

WHEREAS, the provisions in Chapter 15.20 impose requirements upon gas contractors
who are licensed by the City; and

WHEREAS, the provisions in R.C.M.C. 15.20.110 and 15.20.180 concern procedures
which are not completed by gas contractors but instead are performed by the gas companies; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to delete R.C.M.C. 15.20.110 and 15.20.180 because they
concern activities performed by the gas companies, which are not regulated by the Rapid City
Gas Code; and

WHEREAS, some provisions in the Rapid City Gas Code concern provisions which are
also found in the International Mechanical Code as adopted in R.C.M.C. Chapter 15.26; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to delete from the Rapid City Gas Code those provisions
which are duplicative of provisions in the International Mechanical Code as adopted in R.C.M.C.
Chapter 15.26; and

WHEREAS, the Common Council believes it to be in the best interests of the City and its
residents to amend certain provisions found in the Rapid City Gas Code in R.C.M.C. Chapter
15.20.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Rapid City that Section
15.20.050 of the Rapid City Municipal Code be and is hereby amended to read in its entirety as
follows:

15.20.050 Inspection and testing of new installations.

A. Before any part of an installation authorized by a permit issued under Chapter 15.04 is
covered from sight, a notification shall be given to the Gas Inspector who shall, within 48 hours,
inspect the installation and give his or her written approval. Before an installation is put into
service, all parts of the piping installation, equipment and appliances must be examined by the
Gas Inspector and his or her written approval obtained. The inspection shall insure full
compliance with this chapter in regard to pipe size, material, appliances, manner of installation
and all other points which can be determined by examination.
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B. The test for tightness shall be made by the plumber or gas fitter in-the-presence-of-the-Gas
Inspeeter with an air pump and mercury column gauge, or high grade test gauge having 1/4-

pound graduatlons furnished by the plumber or gas fltter Ihepumeahd—gauge—shau—lee—se

3 A e- All line cocks
and vaIves in the system tested shaII be open o) that the pressure WI|| be applied during the test
to all outlets. All stop cocks or valves on the outlets or end of any system to be tested shall be
removed and the pipe capped during the test. The cocks and valves shall be replaced after the
pressure test and soap tested after gas is turned into the system. The test of the system shall be
made at a pressure of at least 10 pounds per square inch and, to prove the system satisfactory,
must be continued for a period of 15 minutes without showing a decrease in pressure. The
Inspector may waive the requirement for the inspection of the air test. In the case of minor
alterations to the piping system, not exceeding 10 feet in length, with a total of not more than 10
fittings added, soap testing will be allowed. The liability of the tests shall be the responsibility of

the licensed gas or plumbing contractor performing the work. Fhe-gas-supphier-shal-be-notified
of-any-such-work-r-progress:

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Rapid City that Section
15.20.110 of the Rapid City Municipal Code be and is hereby deleted in its entirety:

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Rapid City that Section
15.20.140 of the Rapid City Municipal Code be and is hereby amended to read in its entirety as
follows:
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15.20.140 Prohibited locations for heaters and furnaces.

A. Gas water heaters, radiant heaters and furnaces shall not be installed in any room used or
designed to be used for sleeping purposes, in any bathroom or clothes closet, underany-stairway

er—laprelmgL orin any conflned space WhICh mlght Create a hazard—pFeweIeel—hewe\,teHhe-hea%eF

the—seleexﬁ—frem—apry—pemenef—me-leuwmg. Gas heaters, water heaters, furnaces and waII

furnaces shall be installed only in areas where a supply of uninterrupted combustion air is
provided, and in all instances shall be connected to an effective approved flue.

B. Gas water heaters or space heaters with sealed combustion chambers erLunstrum-vents
that take all combustion air from outside and discharge the products of combustion to the outside
may be installed in small confined inhabited rooms; provided that, adequate clearance is
maintained from combustible material.

BC. Notwithstanding subsection A of this section, gas water heaters, space heaters or
furnaces with sealed combustion chambers may be installed in sleeping rooms, closets or under
any stairway or landing.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Rapid City that Section
15.20.180 of the Rapid City Municipal Code be and is hereby deleted in its entirety:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Rapid City that Section
15.20.190 of the Rapid City Municipal Code be and is hereby deleted in its entirety:

G:\Urban\Agenda Items\Ordinance 6011-Int Prop Mnt\Ordinance 6011-GasCodeOrd.docx Page 4 of 5



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Rapid City that Section
15.20.210 of the Rapid City Municipal Code be and is hereby amended to read in its entirety as
follows:

15.20.210 Use of flame restricted.

A. Inno case should a flame be allowed to touch a gas meter, meter connection or other gas
piping. When an open flame light, as a match or candle, is used in a basement, it must be carried
or set not more than 3 feet above the floor level. A gas fitter shall not smoke while working on
piping which is filled with gas, or which has been filled with gas, nor permit others to smoke
while near the work.

B. Every gas fitter shall be provided with an electric flash lamp or safety lamp which is
adequately protected to prevent explosion or fire, if used in a gaseous atmosphere. No other type
of lamp shall be used in the atmosphere when searching for a leak or when working on piping

fllled with I|ve gas Ih&erdmawgas—ﬁ%te%%ere#e#umaee#m#ne%bﬂe%%&n%h&premses

CITY OF RAPID CITY

Mayor
ATTEST

Finance Officer
(seal)
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Effective:
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