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. located to each request. Lighter re-

zens ‘nad viewed the land as a city-

gvsiem and national guard in de-
termining what land snould be al-

ports that without Sediacek's co-
operation in the matter it would
have been difiicult for the Cham-
ber of Commerce to spearnead the
program and stated that his reec-
ommendaticns and correspondence
with the bureau of Indian affairs
aided materially in getiing the
grants approved by Commissioner
Zimmerman and the bureau.
Decide on Direct Grants

After due consideration Case ad-
vised that Zimmerman had tenta-
tively agreed to give direct grants
.of the land to municipalities, educa-
tioral and religious organizations.
Case and Gurney prepared similar
bills for the house and senate, ask-
ing permission for the secretary of
interior to grant outright the iands.

It was suggested by Gurney that
all requests pe grouped together and
reiation of one to another pe shown
on a master map. Legal descrip-
tions, plats and formal requests were
‘prepared by the.city, school board,
Catnolic diocese and the national
guard. and a master map prepared
by Lighter and one set each was
seat to Case and Gurney. The city
was asked {o make application for
the secend tract of aimost 80 acres
nerth of Canyon lake drive, to be
reserved ifor applications from
churches, Bible schools and possibie
future requests, and this tract was
withdrawn from the tract of about
800 acres the national guard was. re-
questing. Plats and descripiions
were prepared by the city engi-
neering department. 2
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wide park and recreaticnal area and about 35 acres directly across thegrateful for the f{ine 3pirit of heip-
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STATEMENTS

Foliowing are statemenis from
those who are recipients of the In-
dian lands and who will be in
charge of future plans, when prop-
erly conveyed: g
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Brig. Gen. Theodore A. Arndt,
adjutant general, South Dakota na-
tional guard: “The acquisition of the
Indian iand will provide a very
necessary close-in training area.
The war department -approved the
training of the South Dakota nation-
al guard at Camp Rapid this year
due to the fact that it is in the pre-
liminary stages of reorganization.
However, unless more suitable
training facilities can be provided
before next camp, the national
guard will have to go elsewhere.
The present camp is only of suffi-
cient size t0 house the personnel
and thne supply and maintenance
facilities, in addition to the adju-
tant general's office. With the in-
vestment in buildings, it would be
very unfortunate to be forced to
abandon it due to lack of training
area.

“Before the war, we were ablel
to use the training areas at Fort|
Meade, but since that has been
turned over to the veterans admin-
istration, it is no longer available
to us. The Indian land will give us
sufficient space for firing of wea-
pons of reiatively short range, such

mission to build a school building’

“Ar an official of tne Rapid City

church purposes.

“We nope that all pians for the
progress of Rapid City will mate-
rialize”

Jonn Potter, city attorney, speak-
ing in benalf of the city, said:
“Zarly in February of 1948, 1 was
asked. as City Attorney, to prepars
a resoiution reguesting iederal au-
thorities for the acquisition of gov-
ernment land situated west of
Mountain View road and south of
Canyon Lake road. The formal re-
guest was made by the adoption of
a resolution. The City Commission
resoived to use ihe land for recrea-
tional, park. educational, and other
community purposes. Since that first
formal step a great deal of work
hasz ‘been done in securing thé pas-
sage of the necessary legisiation in-
volved in securing this land for
Rapid City.

“Many individuals are to be con-
gratulated for this spiendid =addi-
tion to our city. First of all. I be-
lieve that to Mr. Ed Lighier, presi-
dent of the Chambper of Commercs,
goes the major portion of the cre-
dit for this \acquisitian. Senator
Gurney, Congressman Case and
Bob King are 2iso deserving of
much credit in this matter.

“I believe that- there are few
people in Rapid Cily who realize
the full significance of this grant
and that this area which lies in the
most beautiful and accessible area
of Rapid City is now to be the focal
spot for the development of a rec-
reation- center which will be unex-
celled so far as natural beauty and
availability are concerned.
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