
Think of US first for money-saving and time-saving 
purchasing solutions

U.S. Communities Government Purchasing Alliance™ (U.S. Communities™) is 
a nationwide purchasing and procurement cooperative for cites, counties, school 
districts (K-12), higher education and nonprofit organizations sponsored by the 
National League of Cities and four other national organizations. 

As a nonprofit government purchasing resource, U.S. Communities is able to 
reduce the cost of purchased goods and services by pooling the purchasing power 
of public agencies nationwide. This is accomplished through competitively solicited 
contracts for quality products through lead public agencies. 

Today more than 38,000 public agencies nationwide utilize U.S. Communities™ 
contracts and suppliers to purchase more than $1.0 billion in products and services 
annually. Each month more than 400 new public agencies register to participate. 
The continuing rapid growth of public agency participation is fueled by the 
program's proven track record.  

Save Time and Money
• �Most favorable government pricing on 

thousands of products
• �No user fees, no minimum purchasing 

requirements
• �Staff resources freed up for other public 

priorities, programs and services
• �Contracts are non-exclusive meaning you 

can purchase from other sources as well

Competitively Solicited – Meets State 
Contracting Requirements
• All contracts are competitively solicited 
government contracts and non-exclusive
• Government agency “piggybacking” requirements are met
• �Advisory Board of local government and education purchasing professionals 

guides program direction, selects products and manages competitive solicitations

Harnesses Aggregate Purchasing Power
• Combines potential purchasing power of up to 90,000 local agencies
• Expands purchasing choices beyond state boundaries

Getting Started on U.S. Communities 
It is quick and easy to join U.S. Communities and there is no cost to participate. 
Visit the U.S. Communities website at www.uscommunities.org and click "Register 
with US. " Proceed to the "product categories" section of the website to contact the 
supplier and you are on your way to your first money-saving purchase. 

For more information on the U.S. Communities program, contact Marc Shapiro, 
Program Director, Enterprise Programs, NLC,  phone:202.626.3019, e-mail: 
shapiro@nlc.org or visit the U.S. Communities website, www.uscommunities.org 
or e-mail: info@uscommunities.org. 

National League of Cities proud sponsor of the 

U.S. Communities Government 
Purchasing Alliance

Bringing the 
best government 

pricing to 
cities and town 

of all sizes 38,000 Agencies
41 of the largest 50 cities

44 of the largest 50 counties

41 of the largest 50 school districts

35 of the largest 50 Universities



www.gogreencommunities.org
We can assist your organization 
with Going Green!

U.S. Communities Government Purchasing Alliance

Founding Co-Sponsors
National Association of Counties (NACo)

National League of Cities (NLC) 

National Institute of Governmental Purchasing (NIGP)

Association of School Business Officials International (ASBO)

United States Conference of Mayors (USCM) 

Oversight provided by a National Network of State, County, 
Municipal & School Associations
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Advisory Board
The U. S. Communities Advisory Board is made up of key government 

purchasing officials from across the United States. The Advisory Board 

provides leadership and overall direction for U.S. Communities. 

Hillsborough School District
Jean Bowman
Director of Purchasing

City of Houston
Calvin Wells, C.P.M.
City Purchasing Manager

City of Los Angeles
Kenneth F. Desowitz, C.P.M. 
Director of Supply Services

County of Los Angeles
Joe Sandoval
Manager, Contracts 
and Purchasing

Maricopa County 
Steve Dahle, CPPB, CPPO, 
C.P.M. 
Strategic Contract Manager

Miami-Dade County/
Public Health Trust, FL
Theodore Lucas, CPPO
Vice President, 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 

North Carolina State University
Bob Wood
Director of Materials Management

City of San Antonio
Janie B. Cantu, CPPB, C.P.M.
Director of Purchasing

San Diego City Schools
Arthur S. Hanby, Jr.
CPPO, CPPB, C.P.M., A.P.P.
Director, Business Support Services   

City of Seattle
Nancy Locke
City Purchasing Manager

City of Charlotte/
Mecklenburg County
Kay Elmore
Procurement Services Director

Cobb County
Rick Brun
Purchasing Director

Dallas County
Linda Boles 
Assistant Purchasing Agent 

Davis Joint Unified 
School District
Rey Reyes
Director of Operations

City and County of Denver
Jim McIntyre
Director of Purchasing

Emory University
Rex Hardaway
Director of Contracts

County of Fairfax
Cathy Muse, CPPO
Director

Georgia Department 
of Administrative Services
Terry Doumkos, MBA, CSSBB
Director of Strategic Sourcing
State Purchasing

Great Valley School District
Charles Linderman
Director of Business Affairs 

Harford County Public 
Schools, MD
John Miller, CPPO
Supervisor of Purchasing 
and Supply Management

County of Hennepin
Michael Scanlan, CPPO, CACM
Senior Buyer

Current Products and Supplier Partners
Office & School Supplies

Print Solutions

Electrical & Data 
Communications

Technology Products 
& Equipment

Technology Services 
& Solutions

Office Machines

Office Furniture

Janitorial Supplies

Education Furniture

Park & Playground

Physical Education Supplies

Homeland Security & 
Public Safety Solutions

Maintenance, Repair 
& Operating Supplies

Paint Solutions

Auto Parts & Accessories

Synthetic Turf 
& Other Athletic Surfaces

Science/Labware Supplies 
& Equipment

Elevator Maintenance
& Service

Equipment & Tool 
Rental Services

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

www.uscommunities.org

THE HOME DEPOT and the Home Depot logo are trademarks of Homer TLC, Inc., used under license.

Eligible Agencies
Government & Public Service Agencies, including:

States

Local Government

Cities, Towns and Villages

Counties

Special Districts

Education 

Public or Private K-12 Schools

Community Colleges

Public or Private Colleges & Universities

Nonprofits

Designed in cooperation with an Advisory Board of local 

and state government purchasing officials and jointly sponsored 

by the National Association of Counties (NACo), the National 

League of Cities (NLC), the National Institute of Governmental 

Purchasing (NIGP), the Association of School Business 

Officials International (ASBO) and the United States 

Conference of Mayors (USCM), U.S. Communities pools 

the purchasing power of public agencies, achieves bulk volume 

discounts on behalf of public agencies, competitively solicits 

quality products through a lead public agency and provides 

a purchasing forum for public agencies nationwide.

Savings
• Most favorable government pricing 

•  No user fees 

•  Frees resources for other public priorities, 
programs and services 

•  Contracts authorize volume discounts/annual rebates

Competitively Solicited
•  All contracts are competitively solicited 

government contracts and non-exclusive

•  Meets government agency “piggybacking” requirements 

Oversight provided by Public Purchasing Professionals
•  Advisory Board guides program direction 

and selects products 

•  Advisory Board initiates and manages 
competitive solicitations

Aggregate Purchasing Power 
•  Combines potential purchasing power 

of up to 90,000 local agencies 

•  Expands purchasing choices beyond state boundaries 

•  Currently over 37,000 participating public agencies 
in 50 states

Key Advantages

U.S. Communities Value Proposition

The Strategic Procurement Source

Great Pricing

No-Cost
Participation

Nationwide
Access

Time &
Resource
Savings

Competitively
Solicited Contracts

Quality
Products &

Services

37,000 Agencies

44  of the largest 50 Counties

41  of the largest 50 Cities

41  of the largest 50 School Districts

35  of the largest 50 Universities  

www.uscommunities.org

Go Green with US!
U.S. Communities Going Green (www.gogreencommunities.org) is 
the one-stop source for public agency access to a broad line of 
responsible purchasing products, services and resources. In addition to 
comprehensive contracts that offer eco-friendly products, agencies will 
find a wealth of valuable information and resources that will help lower 
environmental impact within the community.

www.uscommunities.org


