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Morris Block (#11) at 6th and Main. The most impressive feature of the building is the ornate metal cornice,
which is complimented by heavy arched windows and decorative beltcourses.

There are other good examples of the Italianate style in the district. The “Italianate Block” (608-618 St. J oseph)
(fig. 4), built between 1884-1888, includes the Lambert & Frease Building (#30), the Flormann Building (#33),
and the 616-618 St. Joseph (#34), and demonsrates the frenzy of building occurring in the area at that time.

The Italian style gained popularity in the United States after the Civil War. It supplanted the popular Gothic and
Greek Revival styles, especially in the newly settled western area of the United States, The Italianate styles are
the more vernacular version of the Italian styles. Most of the Italianate styles borrowed details and plans from
patterns books and adapted them to their own use. Most of the districts 1880-1900 buildings followed the
Italian styles and principles to become a fashionable western town.?

Another style popular during this first period of the commercial district’s growth was the Romanesque style.
Some of the best examples in the district include: (#12) 609 Main Street Coolidge & Brother, (#14) 611 Main
Street, (#69) 517-19 7th Street. Arrow Pawn, formerly Security Savings Bank, (#69) shows the use of heavy
sandstone facade with arched windows, though the ornament of the building is simple. These buildings
represent some of the best examples of commercial Romanesque architecture in the city.

The third popular Victorian style in the district is Queene Anne. The Buell Building (# 44), 630 St. Joseph
Street, has a distinctive tower with an onion dome (fig. 5). This dome had a flagpole that announced the
weather conditions for the area. The building features a heavy cornice with decorative brackets. The walls are
brick and have arched coupled windows with stone semi-circular arches. The overall impression is heavy, like
Romanesque, but the eclectic styling is definitely from the Queene Anne style.

The 1876 centennial and the 1983 Chicago Fair influenced the second period of building in the district.
Classical and Colonial Revival Architecture became popular in commercial buildings, including financial and
governmental institutions. There are two excellent examples of the Classical Revival style in the district, (#23)
631 Main Street, formerly First National Bank, and (#49) 731 St. Joseph St., the former Federal building

(fig. 6). The First National Bank (#23) has a heavy concrete cornice, 1/1 double-hung windows and pilasters,
very common in the Classical style.

Another style related to the classical style is the Colonial Revival. The former City Hall, (#68) 616 6® Street,
has a hipped roof with simple fascia board, decorative pilasters and a portico. The Spanish Colonial Revival

? James C. Massy and Shirley Maxwell, House Styles in America (New York: Penguin Group, 1996), §5-91.
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#43

Address Historic Name Common Name Year NR Status

629 St. Joseph Street  Windsor Block Plummer Music 1886/ Non-Contributing

1976

Description: Modern/ Italianate; brick (running bond), porcelain enamel panels; 2 stories; rectangular plan;
flat roof: tar and gravel; north facade - 3 storefronts - east end recessed glass and aluminum entrance, black
corrugated sheet metal on second elevation; middle storefront - recessed entrance, plate glass and aluminum

display windows; second elevation white porcelain enamel panels; west end storefront - 3 plate glass display
windows and a recessed entrance; second elevation has same white porcelain enamel panels as middle store.

West Facade - brick on first elevation, second store entrance eon south end, second elevation white porcelain
enamel panels.

Legal Description: Lots 13-16 of Block 94 Original Town of Rapid City

#44
Address Historic Name Common Name Year NR Status
630 St. Joseph Street  Buell Building 1888  Contributing

Description: Queen Anne/Romanesque; brick (running bond), sandstone; 2 stories; L - plan; flat roof: tar and
gravel, dome: metal; south facade four arched bays on first elevation and two segmented arched bays on second
elevation. West facade - 4 storefronts and a second floor entrance and four arch bays on first elevation, 16 bays
on second elevation, Moorish dome. ** sce narrative description.

Legal Description: Lots 17-18 and N 55° of Lots 19-21 of Block 84 of Original Town of Rapid City



(Fig. 4) Italianate Facade Trio, 608-618 St. Joseph Street, looking Northwest
(Circa 1890).

David F. Strain, Black Hills Haycamp: Images and Perspectives of Early Rapid City
(Rapid City, SD: Dakota West Books & Renske Printing, Inc., 1989), 122.

(Fig. 5) Buell Building, Corner of St. Joseph and Seventh Streets, looking Northeast
(Circa 1899).

David F. Strain, Black Hills Haycamp: Images and Perspectives of Early Rapid Ciry
(Rapid City, SD: Dakota West Books & Renske Printing, Inc., 1989), 122,



