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ROBERT FLORMAN N

Gold brought Rebert Floumann, to Dakota Tewvitory in the spring of 1875, and its allure
establisted bis place in South Dakota’s Ristony forever. Like many men in these days, fe lived on
the edge and, accerding to some stories from oun histony, that edge was wazer sharp. Jte was a
businessman, a developer and, some say, a swindlex.

Stopping in FEill City long enough to help plat it, fe quickly moved on te mine in the nonthewn
Black Fills. Wherever Flonmann mined, people gathered, hoping to cask in on his fnack for
finding gold. The mine fie would be most remembered for was the Flovence Mine. Eastown
investans and accusations of mine salting suwound its Ristory, but the stories wene as cloudy as
mine dust and wee never proved.

In 1880, ke braught his wife, Exnestine, son Louis and daughters, Frances and Florence, to
Rapid City. (At that time, ke owned a quanter section of land scuth of the exiginal town site, a
timber claim in Rapid Valley, numercus lots on Columbus, Kansas City and St. Jeseph Stueets
and a fome cn Founth Street. e significantly contributed te cur present-day downtown with the
Flovmann Block, the west section of the Ttalianate tic, the Windsox block and the Lafota blech.
Flowmann was alse wesponsible for makting the deal that brought the Chicago & Noxthuestern
Railread te Rapid City, semething the new town needed to ensure its position as the center of

Bits and pieces of Flonmann’s life, found in the “Unnals of Early Rapid City,” speculate on
when and if Ris Latest stuwcture would be built as well as social events giver ox attended by
Ennestine and her daughtews. The children were sent back east to be educated, their comings and
goings weponted with great interest in the newspaper. Shey entertained lavisfily, with guests often
treated to. pianc necitals ox plays performed in Fuench, by the talented Flonmann ginls.

Fhe city was eight years obd when, in 1884, Flounann builk the fivst of Ris four buildings. The
Flonmann Block, later wefevied to as the Pioneer Block, Unity Syndicate Block o Syndicate
Bloch was a three-stony high style Victorian Jtalianate building. (n impressive undertaking, that
tock the commencial distuict south to. St. Joseph Stueet. Built with the proceeds from the
questionable Flonence Mine, it stood at the coner of Sizxth and St. Joe. Upper floons contained
nented noams with the stueet Level home to variows commencial entewprises, a bank and, for a time,
the Rapid City Journal. Henvy Befrens designed the building amid much s peculation to when
and if it would be completed. Five and rencvations eventually veduced it to one level and its
foumer grandeur was lost forneven. Jt is now the fome of udra’s Bridat and Career Wear.
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Jtabianate Trio. Flosmant’s building, home to Rudolph’s Unifoums teday, stands at 618 St. Jee.

Fhe abd Boland corner, Seventh and St. Joe, is the site of the Windson Block. Buitt in 1886 and
named for an unfrown investon, the planned thiee-stony Rotel became two-staries, with Reeves
Depantment Stare en the street Level and nented neoms on the uppes. (lecording to bocal Cone, the
basement senved as a livews for honses while thein awnens did their shopping -- Rapid City’s finst
and onfy undenground panking stuctune! Restoration Ras neturned the upper Level to living space



Ennestine Flowmann, Herbert S. Hall and the Lakota Bank and Tnvestment Company would
joint venture the bast of the Flovmann buildings, the Lakieta Block. One of Rapid City’s most
necognized and photographed buildings, it is bocated divectly across the stueet from the Windsor
Block, kas changed little oven the years and is fnown today as the Buell Building.

The Masta Gold Rush weuld take Flounann on to the Hlondife and his death in 1900.
Flowmann Stweet, Flovmann Addition, the dewntown buildings and the seund of the train whistle
are tangibile semindens of the vision Rebent Flowmann fad for a place called “Feay Camp.”




