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From: aanderud [mailto:aanderud5@rap.midco.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2011 8:28 PM 
To: gmweb 
Subject: 8133 North Star Rd Petition for a variance 
 
I am writing in regard to Tom and Sue Karlen’s petition for a variance to our subdivision 
regulations for their Lot 19 of Block 3 of Moon Meadows Estates.  They are requesting this 
variance with the end process being subdividing their lot into two.  Our covenants clearly state 
that this is not allowed.  If they are able to do this, it will greatly affect our neighborhood.  We 
all have private wells and septic systems.  Allowing subdivision will put a strain on the existing 
water and sewage systems.  Our road has 6 homes on it with an empty lot that can be built on 
to bring the total to 7.  If the Karlen’s are allowed to subdivide, it simply opens the door for 
other home owners to do the same.  If there are many more homes on our road, North Star Rd, 
it will also create a hazard in case of a fire.  Our road is one lane.  Emergency personnel and 
homeowners won’t be able to be driving in both directions should an emergency arise. 
Not only will this put a strain on our water and sewage, it will change the views and dynamics of 
all of Moon Meadows Estates.  I strongly urge you to not allow this to happen.   
Thank you for your consideration in this matter, 
Mike and Karri Aanderud 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Sue Karlen [mailto:slkarlen@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2011 4:01 PM 
To: Horton Patsy 
Subject: May 16 City Council Meeting 
 
To City Council Members, 
        We are Tom and Sue Karlen, who own the property at 8133 North Star Road, 
off of Moon Meadows.  We are asking for final approval at the May 16 Council 
Meeting to make one additional site out of our 4.62 acres. 
   
        Some neighbors feel their taxes will go up if we build an additional 
house. This is not true, because taxes are based on mill levy and market value, 
including the 200 plus new homes built a mile away at Red Rock Meadows. 
 
         Neighbors worried about increased traffic should realize that Red Rock 
Meadows started building over 200 homes a mile away several years ago.  That's 
increased traffic, not from us adding one lot.  The worst hazard on North Star 
Road and Moon Meadows is people who drive too fast.  This has nothing to do with 
a new lot. 
 
         In closing, Growth and Development recommended approval, and 9 of the 
11 on the Planning Commission approved our application for one additional lot.   
 
 
           Other properties that have been split into two sites within a quarter  
mile of us include 3329 and 3337 Moon Meadows in 2001 into  a .79 and 3.46 acre  
lots, and 2971 and 3025 Moon Meadows in 2005 into two 2 acre lots.  We ask for  
your final approval as we are meeting all that is required by city regulations. 
 
                                                                       
Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                          
                                                                                  
Tom and Sue Karlen 
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Growth Management Department    12 May 2011 
300 Sixth Street 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
 
 
RE: Tom Karlen’s request for variance in Moon Meadows Subdivision 
 
I live in Moon Meadows subdivision (Lot 11, Block 2) and it has recently been 
brought to my attention that neighbors in my subdivision have requested a 
variance to the regulations of this subdivision. As I understand it, they would 
like to subdivide their lot and sell part of it.  
 
The covenants for this area allow only one residence per lot. The principal 
reason many property owners in Moon Meadows purchased their property was 
because of the open space between homes. Allowing a higher density of homes 
in the area would contribute to more traffic, noise and dust as well as 
decreased property values. 
 
Allow me to suggest that if a property owner wants to change the rules relating 
to his or her property, then he or she should be required to spend the time, 
effort and expense in order to change the rule in question. It should not be up 
to a property owner who is happy with the regulations that are in place to have 
to defend the existing regulations. 
 
Please consider property owner’s rights and expectations regarding rules set 
forth for Moon Meadows while making your decision in this case.  Please deny 
the Karlen’s request for a variance. 
  
Thank you. 
 
Kim Haug 
8357 Kitt Peak Road 
Rapid City, SD 57702 
 




