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THE RAPID CITY CHILDREN’S CHORUS

NARRATIVE

In keeping with our philosophy that all children are capable of producing
beautiful choral music, our program is open to all children (with unchanged voices, in the
Rapid City area. Our goal is to provide various opportunities for each member to develop
good choral techniques and hehavior, stage presence and confidence. These qualities are
expected in rehearsals, as well as at diverserse concert venues. It is the aim of the Rapid
City Children’s Chorus to be recognized as an outstanding example of an educational,
choral program for children in our region.

Membership in the RC Chamber of Commerce has made our program known to
potential residents and also convention planning comunittees. We are available and do
perform at many civic activities.

A long term goal has been to expand our program to include younger children (1%
and 2™ graders). However, lack of funds and qualified personnel have kept us from
realizing this “dream.”

Concert Choir singers returned from the Nashville “Crossroads Festival, with
eagerness and excitement. As a result of our attendance at many festivals, our Choms
was invited to do a “virtual” taping of a composition, “How Many Christmases” in late
October. The Rapid City Children’s Chorus represented the state of South Dakota. Our
tape was mixed with choirs from all over the globe and is on the CD “The Coolside of
Yuletide.” (Enclosed.y We were pleasantly sarprised to learn we had sold the most
CD¥'s, thereby “winning” a song writing workship (to be held in Rapid City) with the
composer, Jim Popoulis. A concert wiil follow the workshop.

We started this Season with a performance for the 60 anniversary of the Berlin
Airlift Vet. Convention. The Chorus included in their concert an original piece of music,
“Operation Vittles”, written by Irving Berlin in honor of these men and their service.

As we look toward this next year, the Chorus is scheduled to sing at Mt.
Rushmore for the natiopal, “Wheelchair Miss America” pageant in August. Our tour
plans for the 2009-2010 Seasor are tentative, but we do look for opportunities which will
expand each chorister’s musical development. We feel that children’s chorus festivals do
that for our stngers. Not only do they meet other children with similar interests, but they
are also exposed to nationally-known directors and composers. We have received
invitations to attend festivals in Washington, D>C>, New Orleans, San Franciso,
Jamestown, Vx., and New York City.



Our schedule of concerts for the present Season is as follows:

September
October
November

December
February

March

April

May
June

Berlin Airlift Convention

Taping of “How Many Christmases?”’

The Taste

Festival of Trees

Winter Concert

National Anthem at Rush Hockey Game

“Casa” Anniversary Gala

“American Spirit” concert with 2 guest choirs from
the commuaity {Faith Temple Choir and Sweet
Adelines)

Tour of elementary and middle schools in Rapid
City, Northern Hills and Ft. Meade VA hospital
Spring Concert

Tour of lowa & Minnesota, singing with choirs in
North Sioux City, Minnetonka and Northfield, and
The National Anthem at a Twins game.

Hosting the Omaha Children’s Chorus



RAPID CITY CHILDREN’S CHORUS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHAIR: Ann Deckert — Choral Director, Stevens High School
706 Pluma Drive, Rapid City, SD, 57702
VICE CHAIR: Gloria Harrison - Retired Choral Director, Staate Jr.
High Honor Choir

27275 Rushmore Ranch Rd, Keystone, SD, 57771

SECRETARY: Pauline Lunde — Retired Music Specialist
2903 Tomahawk Dr., Rapid City, SD, 57702

TREASURER: Mark Schoenborn — Retired Educator
1425 Meadowlark Rd., Rapid City, SD 57702

DIRECTORS: Pamela Baum — Langnage Teacher, Douglas Hiogh School
1025 Park Hill Dr., Rapid City, SD, 57701

Dara Baum ~ Choral Director, South Middle School
69 Nebraska Street, Rapid City, 8D, 57701

Marlys Schoenborn — Music Specialist — St. Elizabeth-
Seton School
1425 Meeadowlark Rd., Rapid City, SD 57702



RAPID CITY CHILDREN’S CHORUS

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

ASS.T. ARTISTIC DIRECTOR:
ASS’T. DIRECTOR

ASS’T DIRECTOR
ACCOMPANIST

ASS’T. ACCOMPANIST
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM
& DEVELOPMENT

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE &
CHORAIL ACCOUNTS

STAFF

Ann Deckert
Elisabeth Cherland
Dara Baum
Matthew Baker
Pamela Baum
Marlys Schoenborn

Pauline J. Lunde

(Gloria J. Harrrison

C. Mark Schoenborn



RAPID CITY CHILDREN’S CHORUS

BIOGRAPHIES

Ann Deciert (Artistic Director) Mrs. Deckert graduated from USD in 1991 with a
Bachelor of Music Education degree. She is in her 18" year in the Rapid City School
District, having taught Flementary and Middle School music. She is presently the Choral
Activities Director at Stevens High School. She has received Level I and IT of Orff-
Schulwek creditation and Level [ and I of World Musie Drumming. Mrs. Deckert has
Served as Program Chair, Exhibits Chair and Housing Chair for SD-ACDA. She is the
Chair of the Children’s Chorus Repertoire and Standards Commitiee for SD-ACDA. She
Was presented an Award of Excellence from SD Ass’n for Middle Level Education and
in 2008 she was the recipient of the SD-ACDA Encore Award. Mrs. Deckertis a
member of RCEA, SDEA, NEA, AOSA, MENC, OAKE and ACDA  She is a soloist
and an accompanist.

Elisabeth Cherland (Ass’t Artistic Director) grew up in Regina, Sask., Canada. She
earned her Music Degree at Concordia College where she sang and was section of the
Concordia Choir under the direction of Rene Clausen. Ms. Cherland was awarded a
Masterr of Music Education and Certification from VanderCook College in Chicago, 11
She also performed and was a section leader of the Rockerfeller Chapel Choir of the
University of Chicage She has had Levels and I of Orff pedagogy.. She currently
teaches piano, voice and violin out of her home in Custer. She is a member of ACDA,
Suzuki Assn.and OAKE.

Dara Baum {Assistant Direcior) received her Bachelor of Music Education from BHSU
She has been the Choral Director at South Middle School for many years. She has sung
with Black Hills Chorale, the BH Symphony Chorus, Top Hats & Roses, and DCU. She
Direets the children’s chorus at her church and sings in theAdult Choir and Ladies
Ensemble. Mrs. Baum is a member of SD-ACDA and OAKE.

Matthew Baker (Assistant Director) graduated Summa Cum Laude from SDSU with a
Bachelor of Science in Arts and Science Degree. He was accepted to the graduate
program at University of Nebraska for vocal performance, but moved to Rapid City

In 2008 with his wife. He is the Choral Director at Trinity Datheran Church, operates a
private musid studio and is a popular substitute music teacher in the Rapid City School
BPistrict. He won Honorable Mention at the SDMA Cjollegiate Wocal Competition, and
was stadent performer on a facalty recital, as well as being a guest soloist with the
Southwest Minnesota State University Orchestra. He has studied with Dr. Laura Diddie,
Dr. Steven Grives, Dr. Charles Canaan, Richard Miller and Johanna Meier. He was
awarded the Lorraine Bruce Award for Vocal Music Excellence and was a featured
soloist with the South Dakota State University Orchestra. He is a member of Dakota
Choral Union and Kantorei. He is the organizer of the Black Hills Conference for
Church Musisians & Festival of Choirs.



Pamela Baum {Accompanist) earned a degree in Vocal Music at Augustana College. In
High School and dthrough college, Pam has been an accompanist of many vocal and
orchestral solos and ensembles She has been a church organist for many years and
presently is the music director at Al Angels Episcopal Church in Spearfish.

Marlys Schoenborn (Ass’t. Accompanist) received her Bachelor’s Degree from
Coneordia College in Minneapolis. She has been a church accompanist for most of the
time she has lived in Rapid City. Marlys has taught general music and orchestra in the
Rapid City schools. Marlys is the Music Specialist at St. Elizabeth-Seton. Mrs.
Schoenborn plays the viola in the BH Symphony and saxophone in the city’s summer
band. She has taken Level I and I od Orff-Schulwek.
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ARTISTIC DOCUMENTATION FORM
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