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1878 - Flooding caused minor damage in April, May and June. QOn July 12, a freight train of at lsast 10 ox wagons loaded with
machinery for the Home Stake Mine were washed downstream. Rapid Creek rose 10 feet and one life was lost.

1883 - Heavy, wet spring snowstorms caused flooding that washed away most of Deadwood on May 16. Several days of torrentiat rain
over the Black Hills caused flooding on Hat Creek, Rapid Creek and the Belle Fourche River on May 17 and 18. The floods caused an
estimated $250,000 in damage and claimed four lives.

1885 - More than $25,000 damage occurred when Rapid, Box Elder and Elk Creeks flooded.

41890 - Heavy rain and floads (4-5 Juns). Flooding in Deadwood (17 June). On August 15, fiooding in Rapid City caused water to run
down the streets at a depth of two feet, filling basements and causing considerable damage. According to U. S. Weather Bureau (now
the National Weather Service) documents published in the 1950's, eleven members of a wagon train camped on the banks of Beaver
Creek drowned when thunderstorms produced flash flooding.

1892 - Flooding caused damage to railfoads and roads on June 6. Just six days later, rain began falling and continued for 46 hours,
causing slight damage.

1901 - Streets flooded July 22 in Rapid City.

1907 - On June 12, an average of five inches of rain caused rapid melting of accumulated snow in the Black Hills. Over seven inches
of rain was reported at Fort Meade, with 6.1 inches falling in just 2 1/2 hours, The flooding alohg Rapid Creek claimed four lives, Rapid
City sustained over $100,000 damage, railroad losses were estimated at $100,000 and every bridge over Rapid Creek between Mystic
ang Creston was destroyed. Canyon Lake was washed out and remained dry until 1932. This was the largest flood in Rapid City prior
to 1972, with the peak flow estimated at 13,000 cubic feet per second (cfs).

1909 - Thunderstorms and high winds struck the Deadwood, Lead and Spearfish area on
May 9. Most of the damage was due to flooded streets, railroads and mines. Spearfish
Creek was half a mile wide near its mouth at the Belle Fourche River, with flooding on Elk
and Box Elder Creeks also. In Belle Fourche, over half a million doltars in damage was
reported.

forced the evacuation of 20 homes near Bear Butte Creek on June 11,

1920 - On May 10, Rapid Creek was already 3.5 feet above average when rain began falling ;
on ground saturated by rain and melting snow. By the time the rain ended on May 12, a total °
of 4.75 inches had fallen. Eight peaple died, 20 railroad bridges were badly damaged or Flooding in Rapid City, June 11, 1909
washed out and all private and country bridges on Rapid Creek were destroyed. Total (photo courtesy of the Rapid City
damages were approximately $200,000. Journal).

1924 - Warm temperalures and showers falling over approximately five feet of snow melted quickly, causing flooding in Belle Fourche
beginning on April 8. No fives were lost, but 55 families were left homeless and damages were estimated at $150,000.

1926 - On May 27, three inches of rain fell in three hours in Rapid City, Sturgis and Deadwood.

1927 - Flooding occurred over the Cheyenne, Bad, White and the Missourl Rivers (below the mouth of the Cheyenne} in May. South
Dakota had been in a drought the previous three years, but had an extremely wet and snowy spring in 1927. From March 31 to April
15, 51.9 inches of snow fell at Rapid City. Sim#ar conditions are thought to have extended over the Biack Hills region and much of
western South Dakota. This snow and subsequent lighter snowfall amounts melted encugh to saturate the soil by May 5. Heavy rains,
with 6 5 inches reported at Belvidere, began falling over the Cheyenne, Bad and White River basins on May 5. The rivers quickly
flooded, with the worst floading cccurring on the Cheyenne and Bad Rivers.
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1937 - Flooding caused an estimated $200,000 in damage on June 17 in Hot Springs

1947 - Flooding in Hot Springs along Fall River (see photo at right), prier to the {
construchon of Cold Brook Reservoir . E L0

1949 - Thunderstorms on August 15 produced flash flooding and large hail. Peak flow
on Rapid Creek was 450 cfs and damage was estimated at $198,000.

1952 - Flooding on May 22 caused heavy damage to the Canyon Lake area of west
Rapid City. Flow on Rapid Creek was 2,500 cfs. Landslides occurred in Deadwood
and m Sturgis, flash flooding caused rock slides, damage to streets and gas lines, and
washed out bridges. The ranger at Pactola reported 5.55 inches of rain in a 24-hour
period and a storm tofal of 6 28 inches,

1885 - Up to five inches of rain on July 28 caused minor fiooding in Mystic, Rochford ggfd%%?f féé’s’g’,f,ﬁr"(gﬁﬁiﬁ’ﬁﬁfﬂggy of the
and Pactola. Rapid City Journal).

1960 - On June 20, a thunderstorm hit the Rapid City and New Underwood areas with hail, gusty winds and about an inch of rain in a
short period of ime. Basements and streets were flooded.

1962 - On June 15, Rapid Creek went over its banks. Just nine days later, over three
inches of rain fell over the Black Hills In Rapid City, 120 mokile homes, two motels
and over 400 houses were damaged by water. Bridges, roads, sewer systems and
recreation areas atong Rapid Creek were also damaged. Sturgis, Deadwood, and
Whitewood received extensive damage to roads and bridges throughout the area. Road
equipment lost during this flood was estimated at $200,000. On June 30, about an 1nch
and a half of rain fell in Rapid Chy, damaging north Rapid City and the South Canyon
area for the second time

1862 - Thunderstorms dumped heavy rain over Rapid City again on July 13. Three to
five inches of rain felt over Cleghom, Dark and South Canyons and the Canyon Lake
area on July 13. Fifteen hundred people were evacuated, six bridges were washed out
and 35 units at a mobile home business at the comer of Mountain View Road and West |
Main Street were damaged. Several injuries were reported. Damage to public property e . i
was estimated at $70,000. Total flash flood damage during the summer of 1962 was h’ e s o] e 2

estimated at over $1,900,000. Strest flooding in Rapid City, June 1962
{photo courtesy of the Rapid City Journal).

1965 - On May 15, flash floods caused by heavy rain falling on up to 30 inches of snow

damaged portions of Deadwoaod, Spearfish and Siurgis. Record crests were reported on Spearfish Creek near Spearfish and Rapid

Creek near Silver City. Many houses in the Spearfish-Sturgis area sustained major damage or were destroyed. Damage was

estimated at over $2 miltion,

1972 - On June 9, strong easterly surface winds pushed moisture laden air against the
Black Hills. Nearly statronary thunderstorms developed and dropped up to 15 inches of
rain in about six hours along the eastern slopes of the Black Hills. Record flows were
reported on tributaries of the Cheyenne River including Rapid Greek, Boxelder Creek,
Battle Creek and Bear Butte Creek. The flood claimed 238 lives and caused $164
million in property damage {$664 million 2002 dotlars} Canyon Lake breached, adding
to the wall of water that poured through Rapid City. Flow on Rapid Creek was
estimated at over 10,000 cubic feet per second. Following the flood, approximately 750
acres of land adjacent to Rapid Creek was designated as a floodway.

1975 - On June B, almost two and a half inches of rain fell in 30 minutes, causing
damage to homes, cars and city parks.

Tree damage at Canyon Lake Park following
1876 - Three to 10 inches of ratn feli over the Black Hills in 24 hours on June 13 and  the 1972 Rapid Cily flood (phofo courlesy of
14, with two to three more inches of rain on June 15 and 16 The haavy rain caused the Rapid City Journal).

$1.5 mitlion in damage to buildings, roads and water systems. Most of the damage

occurred in Belle Fourche, Deadwood, Galena, Spearfish and Sturgis and one death was reported.

1981 - On July 23, 0.71 inches of rain fell in just 15 minutes in Rapid City. Streets Rapid City were flooded and a youth sufferad minor
injuries when he was swept into a culvert by rushing water.

1991 - In the Keystone area, one to three inches of rain in an hour resulted in minor flooding of roads.

1693 - Two inches of rain in 20 minutes caused $5,000 road and culvert damage near Hill City on May 5 and flooding along Battle
Creek and tributaries.

hitp://www.crh.noaa.gov/unt/?n=history 8/5/2008
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1993 - On June 7, three inches of rain in 10 hours caused iocalized flooding and forced the evacuation of a campground near
Keystone. Several roads closed due o water, mudstlides or debris.

1993 - Brief, heavy rainfall caused three to four feet of water over a road near Rapid City on August 6.
1895 - On May 7 and 8, just over three inches of rain in 12 hours washed out culverts and damaged roads near Hill City.
1895 - Near Rapid City, 4.34 inches of rain in 36 hours caused fiooding of roads on May 8 and 9.

1996 - A slow moving thunderstorm dumped three to six inches of rain on saturated ground near Rapid City on May 30. Two to three
feet of water covered the Highway 79 bridge at Spring Creek near Hermosa. The Hart Ranch Campground and homes near Rapid
Creek evacuated.

1996 - On June 14, nearly stationary thunderstorms dumped five to 10 inches of rain, washing out the road from Sturgis to Hereford.
The flood waters damaged cars, houses and ranches, including sweeping away livestock and destroying fences. Total damage was
estimated at $260,000

1997 - Stationary thunderstorms produced four to five inches of rain, causing minor flooding on Rapid Creek and its fributaries on May
24,

v

1897 - On June 2, two to three inches of ram-felkin less than an hour from Deerfield to
Rapid City. Up to four and a half inches of rain fell in 30 minutes in the Chapel Valley
area and caused extensive damage. Six to eight feet of water in Cleghorn Canyon
washed out driveways and hridges. Eight to 10 feet of water in Red Rock Canyon _
washed out driveways and bridges. Minor flooding was reported near at a golf course

near Chapel Valley and six to 12 inches of water poured over roads in Rapid City area. Q 3
Flows on Rapid Creek were the highest since the 1972 flood.

1999 - Three to four inches of rain fell in less than 90 minutes near Keystone. Sectlions
of the Old Hill City-Keystone Highway were washed away on June 18

=

2001 - Thunderstorms dumped 1 to 3 inches of rain on July 21, causing flooding in gridge da:}magefgng?feghor fl
Keystone. Highway 16A was under water, several local businesses were damaged and “@/7/0/, June :
damage was sustained at saveral hames. The Rapid City-Pennington County emergency manager estimated damage at $50,000.
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- big: door on Ihe rorth side of {he
. Arenf, In less thin.24 more houts, the
{ teychs s dumped: 70 Joads of dirt, -
" covaring.thoe floor with a Inyer from
10 to 18 Inchen thick,

This {4 on part ‘of praparations for

= ;ha 1997 Collage Natlonat Elnnle Ro-

»-deovat tho Rughinore: Plaza

-" Civid Conter todwy through
: -Sunﬂay. June 8.

Seat conﬂgurations in _Stories. and

e “;mh Wad L té hb ;:;q"mta't
éligngod ' because they.
uanally ¢xtend ‘too-far inta B?'?g';

* “to kedp the tons of dirt o the' fluor

" fegt puehing i the bleactiets. A new-

scoreboatd Hadl to be installed. The

THB wwd mmnin amsnn Dol bn ha aee

Bp ﬁcycled “The dirt. uéed 8

roquiving. & soll suis

ns* quarsy.-
“Workets were up all:nigh
propadtig for tiie rodeo; The new
‘woneossion aced, whith ipcladés a

faee.‘ Wha ot I, uss,. lhe s
t Sunday-

bvicusly, when-you get water thet | llilnk in Cpps Qodw
robnb!y wagthe blggqstg(storm) s event wava h il aters fmm Hap!d Cree

‘Seu Water n page’ A2

ol for W iher o~ 9 mmised

. Subway. Bl‘\op. ‘pleza shop, grill aren of
~and -bakery, rieabed -pompletion, The

CNER wilh 'be: the Tirst event to use
the riaw-area.
Workers, were still cleaning up
Mon;im afterngon. Dusty footprints
trailed? throush the halls.

Monday. “We” are 10 full:
tihe and-- 14 pari-ime
workers. No exira workers
were; hired fo help, al-
=though 1éss time wag: zwnilable than i

m

usually nliowest, Usually the wark 15
doms in fwe 0 thves deys sald,

Toalln  Thin #Hwan  Aae Ao aena ol

, - . “From 7 last night, we.

Mora“’deo haven't stopped,”  Mdnuel -
_-Davils, opcranons manager .
of the “civic center, " said-

Wit ven‘iow ‘the ~ soccer figlds in th
_United Softball flelds™ near Jackson -Boulevard  designed to -do. -
Manciay night, Most of tho ba&eban soﬂball and ﬂoodwaters had rets ed

Shop whaq it opens ) adays

Ravhar Tranansriatian Siane,




Lo prcuects ‘
©LPhis waw b oHinG a0 overy small
hint " e snid.” "This wag maybe, ag-
cardiné 16-rainfall: intonisity “curves- .. °

P T p—

are yeviewing problems

probtems hesaid, -

The, Western  Fennington  Storm

i)rmrmge‘ & I~lnod Manangement
- Comminslon also is logping fobding

\gcomplaintf;f Goordinator Mike. |
. MéMnhon' seid Yesideitts on Ploneer -
Drlva, Schoot Diive, Leroy Street and -

aroind Elaclr ‘Hills Spéodway in

’ ARapid Va]ley had: contactssd bis office. .

ering staff 1o mvusth a3
‘efated cumplaint&, ahd I’

. arbas with. chrénic® sowne tmckup :

ahﬁmuad from jiage: A

May I‘)ﬁ
Upstrain. of Pm@a, Beerfield Rcsewoi
6 tnehes From full Tovwday, In WMay, Desiflold took
s g récord -that broke the 1995 récordsRelendes” 48 50!
increffedt 10 60,60 tig-weelk-and confinué friggir. a!! summo
to the'Burea of Reclamaﬁrm "

“The ?aﬂoia drainage bnsin receiveﬂ nearly"h {
v 'Iluz storin . waters I‘oliowed 1

owiy rming zm v

McMahon gald: the' storniunder-

scnred,fth
ﬂoodplnin maintenance,

maybe g 20-year cvent, fops. This was
el a. mnion -storm as-storm events
0.7
1+ Driscoll said USGS records backed
. that up. The 3,000 éfs punk mensured
© Menday t torpares with, 50,000 cfs for
-the 1972 flood ahd 330[} ofs for a
1962 flood,
‘ Hiltor sald offictils were collecting
© dumage etimates-for a federal. disés-
ter grant: appiicidion. Dut there' were
no-large, voad, bridge or public prop:
oity damages, "he said.
Canyon > Loke, -p soupy stew on

"Moridny, wiis again o placid —- ol

- peed. o ‘fund dminage-';«‘ ﬁsh! 5 Eron oA Tupsdny,

“The' el moliilion paék Teno- -

_v«([on com ](*!edf‘last “yoar, §is Intses. |

the crapld  rein-
hoduminn of sl whl:h wag hawvlad

‘cmt by (iump struckloads;

stmcmmlly, witie' at' 99 percent,
We may Hhuve Hitle: stuff here and' -
there, bul s(mclumllv it held up very
well,” Hilton said,

Bridges throvghout the city with-
stond the high water. Some streets,
meost- notably ‘Fafrmont ' Bowlevard
fienr Wikeoiisin Aventie, have been
putvhéd and figed Rirther repairs, but
if's ‘nothing municipal’ cfews - can't
handle; te said.

‘Up Red Roclt: Canyon, ond over at
C[eghom Canyon, Pennington County

@ncaunmred mbﬁems

Contlnued from-page At

- Thepair tied up. -the legs on a Spare
pair of - black Jedins they hpd and
stuffed the: moricy in: the pants, losing

-same of.it in the. motel” -parking lot,
Investigators shid the pair then fled
west i1l w smal red Chevrolet Corsica,
right ifito problem No. 2,

Going west on, Rimroele Highway,
the pmr ran into a- stme Departmient
ui nul;hpoummu \uul) vivw ppéer

_ ating a. pump-cleaeing water off the
state highwoay from' a flash fiood
about six hours earlier,

With the. erow .was a Highway Pa-

trot officor and @ sheriff’s deputy-

slowing tiafflc Bs vehicles op-
proached the water Yne running

ncross the bighway. near the-enfrance-

of Dark Canyon. i

"One, of the "HOT ‘worliers spotted
loose Thoiity: scattered'in the Cliev-
rolet s it slowed Yor ‘the watér line,

and hé told .the' :vfo ngarby law en- ' -

. forcement officers. !
The Custer youih: driving ‘the vehi-

cle tried to elude: t‘m officers:but got’

it sluck Off Highway 44 shortly after
Ihe chasa: began. Investigators’ sy
both suspects tanifrom. the cor into

the woods irf. the 7200 block of West -

Highway 44.

A search degr fannd Muatar

Fha

| Armed,

Suspect:

considered
dangerous

Continped from pago Al

thoritles warned Tuesduy that
V'zng ray be sried and should
. ‘he cosgldered Gangorous. .
" Autliniiies afrested a 1T-yenr-
old Custer’ Boy early- Tuosdiny
moming in “Conigetion with the
“Tioldufyaftar the getaway vehicle
_hoeate ek dusing n. brief
“phaze:oii Sbuth Diukots Highway
Win sou!hwest Rapul City.
- Vigita eluded otficers and was
still, on* the " logse Tuesday
evening yoi spoi Vigna, con-
- tact the nieavest Inw enforcement
ngaricy immeﬂmlely ’

- Vigiid is & whiteinale standing
§ feet, T itiches tali, weighing

lghway-’ u;pment wark 9 remi
vepafesd I lesghom Comyar A

pri Hvewaid wers* d
culvert: groded by long*gﬁnes
wwhom ot .

Ditty water it hmi cov‘ere

Clegliorn® Sm—ing ishl” < J 'gafy
Mondug way _Bone Miesday, dnd visi-
tors: wire buck tor giizing at thout that |
n,mmued in thelr concrety ruceways

» somebody fo got'a surprise dip.!" A

1 golf courses. are closed ink probably.

eeavse tie wrin
el samrased there is puﬁ,

-Bome ¢ity. recréation usern- th
vdle unifil their favorite

" The Exboutive and Meadowbron
Triday, The Sigux'Park’ plavy

wivo is' clowsd, deedlng ity
tiﬁd chi;: c(wcnng repl

g
w,‘ open . but bes scatteved Islip ryﬁ
Ots Undarpasr.es alg

’swlmmmg pbols, e-:c@pt fur me
ﬂew Patkview complex, are to open
.Iune 11 on schedule:

‘And the outlook is good for. ;)hmts

“ot- the Sigux. Park Formal Gnrdens-.

“Last! seen Mobday, only the dannn

< worlt thiers In 1959°and bought the

140 nounds  with heoum hade

“[!niieve it o not . sa{d Munngﬁr leaves stood abiove the river that:
Greg Yowig, “we “didn’t apbeir to  oulgrew Rapid Creek's banks nt
lose any . fish”" He sald the, trout. Baken Park shopping center, City
“deopped to the Lot of e tanks waorkers had 3ust completed planting
switling v cleun water thnt coftiged . before the'storm
putping:in white miky runoff.watér * ighen the wnter receded, actually
covered the top. -everything. was n place,” said Rapid

“1t’s too goon for state ﬁsh biu!ng'lst "City ParksDirector Lon Van Deusen,.

will Mt was alitile muddy, but I think
you cverythmg will recover.”

ew Sh@p

other wetorabilia, including items

. from.the Rapid City Chiefs; a

professmnal bageball team in the old

. _Basin Lesgue. The State Barber Shop

n " offered Players w free hairout fm'
every home run they hit.

Ron Hothi 1o !mow how :he !
k

ContinDed from ﬁaga%};ﬁ E

longest nmnmg business wﬂh e

same Main Streat address, Joh

estimated that & barbmhop kil

at 708 Main 8t. since the 19205
I know for-a fact that wiis'a - 7. Frank Howard,  siugger who later

barbershop smce 1934 "fhe said That \vent on toa major lefgue career with

was-(lie yéar a previgus owner catvelt: ‘the Dodgers and the Senators, still

his Asme, into a Wopden cebintat - has several free haircuts coming to

the back-of the shiop, Subsequent i, Johnson sald.

owners catvid thelr iames and ‘Thie fire was hard for hinyto watch,

tenures as well. Jol-msc»nt\l s;ig b!egnuse }i:e sl spemh

so much of his life in that shop. Wit

Howe\'er. Johason; who started its ingoma, he reised and edurgitéd

c A e chl!dren

husmpeq in maa never caived. s
niwire: “T wasn*t ready 10 ledvé yot,"”
he sald,

Destroyed. in the fire were
newspaper clippings, photos and

o Ready

| pwuumy ay\.lu ingic u.nn- un.u.

telt guiity about that, but when you
own'a business, you've gotto do
what's needed to keep it going ™

Gt)rmmued irom 'ipﬂnﬂ M \"L o

3 "I:s nice having the horses right

Bugrel rm:ingl ad Rathel Myilyumkli ier€}” he said.

of the Umverslty of Mgmna, e
leadmg conlestam

'f,benter has going for it, he said.

'ﬂw hest feature uf the 6
14 thit hibrdes e b Kept! ‘tight.y
rather thim- being trucked around all
the time, she-said, . o

even-compare it to anywhere &
fie siid. M1t will be suger 6 watch
b it sakes it hardtocomp:.te o

said,

“than T did-with my family,” he said. 1 h

Bt that’s the only thmg the f;wlc i

R (1 temhle ‘The arena's.too liltle, 0
i . -and! there's nowhere to- park. omft 5

i The show will go on, fhough, he - I3

grap
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Laszlo Wil

rating an
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" -éxtenordinaty:
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s syndxcamei talk
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_allowing for bi
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1997

County“

ty. ' Lo
combinedp tha, ?miimlmry Qi

d mthigate applying for' fmiml g
d nington Cw;: Emergem:v Management agency pm—

Fannirigto Coun

ation and

a More ﬁamdge occurs ed in/ Panmngton
thah in Fmpld Ciy.
j 't!ax: 1re'to. puiblic propéty in. Penningtm

‘oxpEnises
Romi re;xairs, 5277,189, dabris rleamnce‘ $5,.:15,

’ Ay
emergency worle sa 750 Totak: SZBG.#Z".
Hipid: C§ el

Gatimates.
séssmont -is’ $433,445, O‘ﬂ‘lcials «sn.ld

a"as, $70,000; dzbiis -clearan

$20 B00; ¢ exnengcncy woﬂ{. $2 000. Total: 5147, OOU )

GIL!.ETTE Wyo, -~ A 26-yeat-oid
‘Gillette- man, who told- guthorities his
_ stepdavghter was hirt from 8 slip ¥
the” hathitaly, as been urtosted on-&
chmge of murder tn the child's deatls.

Togdd  Luther. :Nixon: Was, arrsgted -
chnesday by the Campbizlt Coynly
. Sheriffs- deputies on: felony: charges
of -myprderand mssauit in the Moy 5
death of 3-year-old’ Crystal Lincols.

- Ansmbulince:arived ot thieIikon
home«Mew 4 aftée an-emergency Gl

sdying the giel Ko fallen'in'the bath-
_ tub, hitting fhe back of hew hoeod.

in stepﬁamgmer s d@mh

The child was. flown to a Demer
Colo., hispital where she died eatiy
thie next day.

Asni sutopsy later reveated the glrl’s
deaih, van due fo o blow to her liead
ihat fractuved heroskull and resulted
in-internal bieeding,

The murdet chinige chrries death of°
life W prison. while the' aggrovated:
' assault charge: has a maxsmum serr- :
“tence of 10 yéars.in prison, - -

Camphbis!l (:oumy nirthorities say: m
"other . chniges afe pending .in the
gleP's denths,




