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Response to comments from Open House February 18, 2003 

 
Comment:  “There should be a bridge built so Eglin goes under Elk Vale – also with 

appropriate on/off ramps.” 

Response: In this area there already exists a grade-separated rail crossing and I-90 Exit 61, 
which will be reconstructed in 2007.  There is physically not enough room 
between the interstate and the railroad tracks develop another grade-separated 
interchange of Elk Vale road.   

 

Comment: “Heavy loaded trucks coming north on Elk-Vale might have a hard time 
stopping for a light!” 

Response: This comment deals with the intersection between Elk Vale Road and Eglin 
Street / Cheyenne Boulevard.  It was made by a number of people who made 
written comments following the first public meeting.  The SDDOT established 
this intersection location by looking at two main things.  The first being the 
slope coming down the hill as Elk Vale heads north towards I-90. The second 
was the distance from Exit 61.  This intersection will be signalized in the future 
and this location provides adequate spacing from Exit 61 without forcing the 
intersection farther to the south and up the hill on a steeper slope. 

 

Comment: “…trucks in the ethanol fueling process…first go to the pipeline and fill with 
gasoline and then cross Eglin Street to get to my plant to blend Ethanol into the 
gasoline then exit again on Eglin Street.  I feel that this proposal will have little 
impact on my business unless we are not given the crossing of Eglin and also 
an entrance to Eglin.” 

Response: The recommended alternative detail shown in Figure 5-5 shows how Eglin 
Street will cross the railroad tracks and how access to the Kaneb Pipeline 
terminal will be accomplished.  The Eglin Street crossing will replace the 
existing Kaneb Pipeline access. 

 

Comment: “… the Flying J Travel Plaza on the northeast corner of Exit 61 and am very 
interested and concerned on the layout of this exit as it will affect my business 
directly.” 

Response: The SDDOT is currently investigating options for the reconstruction of this 
Interchange. 
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Comment: “It appears that the purple/black option would require the relocation of our 
(Kaneb Pipeline) terminal access driveway.  …Additionally, the traffic flow 
from our load docks, easterly to the proposed route of Eglin on a curve 
causing a great deal of concern with traffic and public safety.  The green/black 
route would be the least desirable to Kaneb.  This route would require the 
acquisition of land along Kaneb’s north property line, which along with the 
railroad right-of-way, provides Kaneb both a visual and security buffer to the 
general public.” 

Response: Figure 5-5 shows our recommendations for the relocated Kaneb access.  The 
access will tie to Eglin Street perpendicularly and the location it ties to the 
existing Kaneb property can shift to the north or south to better accommodate 
traffic flow patterns within the terminal.  The intersection between the access 
and Eglin Street is shown at a location where there is good sight distance in 
both directions along Eglin. 

 Alternative #2 which ran between the DM&E railroad tracks and the pipeline 
was eliminated from consideration in part due to the right-of-way and safety 
concerns that affected the Kaneb property. 

 

Comment: Under the Proposed Alternative #1 Route, it would not only divide our 
property, but pass through our existing building structure.” 

Response: The design speed of the curves near the Lowry Lane intersection and the 
DM&E railroad crossing was lowered to 30 mph between the first and second 
open houses to address this comment as well as the concern for right-of-way 
acquisition.  Revised alternatives #1 and #3 on Figure 4-2 and the 
recommended alignment shown on Figure 5-1 reflect these changes and will 
not require the demolition of any existing structures. 

 

Comment: “Dr. Pankratz would like Eglin Street to enter his land which is east of the 
Kaneb pipeline and adjoins that property on the purple line (alternative 
#3)…we request that Dream Design International can visit with your 
engineers to address drainage and grading concerns of all land impacted.”  

Response:   The recommended alternative as presented in the Study will enter Dr. 
Pankratz property along the Alternative #3 alignment.  Dr. Pankratz and/or his 
representatives are welcome to attend the public presentations.  At such time 
as the City of Rapid City or the SDDOT proceeds to design the facilities 
across his property, further discussion will be appropriate. 

 

Comment: “…greatest concern is that we continue to have left in and left out on the 
South I-90 Service Road to Elk Vale Road.” 

Response: This comment was made by a number of landowners concerned about the 
South I-90 Service Road (Eglin Street) / Elk Vale Road intersection being 
limited to right in right out access only.  The traffic analysis performed as a 
part of this study shows that under future traffic conditions if this intersection 
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were to remain full movement it would need to be signalized.  Due to the 
proximity of the this intersection to Exit 61, and in an effort to reduce the 
number of signalized intersections on this “system” road, installation of a 
traffic signal at this location is not prudent under existing intersection spacing 
conditions along Elk Vale Road.  To mitigate the loss of easy access, a 
connection from Eglin Street to Elk Vale Road has been proposed further 
south, across the DM&E railroad tracks at the Cheyenne Boulevard 
intersection location. 

 

Comment: “I do not like the east end of Alternative #3 – as this will take away a 
substantial amount of outdoor area for my cattle equipment storage at Cow 
Country and make it impossible for trucks to get in and out of my property.” 

Response  This comment deals with the connection of Degeest Drive across the railroad 
tracks to the South I-90 frontage road.  The final alignment of this connection 
will be determined in the future during final design.  At that time right-of-way 
concerns and access issues can be addressed along Degeest. 
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Response to comments from Open House April 22, 2003 
 

Mr. Erickson writes that after reviewing the three alternatives presented for the 
reconstruction of Exit 61 he prefers the Tight Diamond Interchange.  He further states that 
the Partial Cloverleaf is his least favorite.  He feels that the Partial Cloverleaf Interchange 
will have a devastating impact on his facility.   

 

Response: The comments he presented relate to the joint open house held for the Eglin 
Street Corridor Study and the Exit 60 and 61 Interchange reconstruction.  His 
comments have been forwarded to the SDDOT. 

 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE – JUNE 9, 2003 



EGLIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY 

OPEN HOUSE 
June 9, 2003 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Rapid City in conjunction with the Rapid City Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) and the South Dakota Department of Transportation (SDDOT) have 
contracted with Ferber Engineering Company and Interstate Engineering, Inc. to develop a 
Corridor Study for the Eglin Street Corridor from Lacrosse Street on the west to one-half mile 
east of Elk Vale Road. 
 
Eglin Street currently exists as a two-lane road between East Anamosa Street and Elk Vale Road, 
providing primary access to Menards, the South Dakota Department of Transportation offices, 
the Kaneb Pipeline Rapid City Terminal, and numerous industrial and commercial uses located 
south of I-90 between East Anamosa Street and Elk Vale Road. 
 
The South Dakota Department of Transportation is planning the reconstruction of Exit 60 (East 
North Street), and Exit 61 (Elk Vale Road) in the next two to three years.  Reconstruction of 
these interchanges will result in changes to the alignment of Eglin Street and reconfiguration of 
the intersection of Eglin Street and Elk Vale Road.  The interchange reconstruction as well as the 
pending extension of Mall Drive from LaCrosse Street to Elk Vale Road will alter transportation 
infrastructure throughout the Study Area. 
 
On February 18, 2003, an Open House was conducted to encourage property owners to 
comment on the information available at the Open House.  A second Open House was held 
on April 22, 2003 which incorporated comments received from the February 18, 2003 Open 
House into the revised alignments.   The second Open House was held in conjunction with 
the South Dakota Department of Transportation to receive public comment on potential 
interchange alignments at Exits 60 and 61. 
 
The Open House scheduled for June 9, 2003, will be to present alignments of Eglin Street 
based on previous public comment received to date as well as South Dakota Department of 
Transportation’s information on access separation requirements for Eglin Street. 
 
STUDY OBJECTIVES 
 
• Identify recommendations for alternate alignments for Eglin Street 
• Investigate the potential impact of these proposed changes on the level of service of existing 

and proposed streets and intersections 
• Provide recommendations to address weaving movements related to Exit 60 and 61 
• Provide recommendations regarding the traffic signal installations including phasing, signal 

timing, and timing coordination with other existing signals 
• Provide recommendations for roadway alternative impacts on the sanitary sewer collection 

system 
• Provide recommendations regarding Dyess Avenue and its relationship to Eglin Street 
• Provide recommendations regarding the continuation of Eglin Street east of Elk Vale Road 
 



EGLIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY 

OPEN HOUSE 
June 9, 2003 

 

The comments and concerns of area landowners and residents are a significant part of our 
planning effort.  We ask you to carefully review the revised materials presented here and 
share with us your comments or concerns regarding the acceptability of the various revised 
roadway alternatives, preference of one alternative over others, and the potential impact of 
the proposed corridor improvements on your property within the Study Area.  A comment 
sheet has been attached to this packet for your use.  Please return your comments by June 
23, 2003 to Patsy Horton at the Rapid City Planning Department, 300 Sixth Street, Rapid 
City, SD 57701. 



EGLIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY 
Alignment Summary 

 
The recommended alignment for Eglin Street will include construction of two new 
intersections: Eglin Street and North Street, and Eglin Street and LaCrosse Street.  The 
recommended alignment will also include reconstruction of the existing intersection 
between Eglin Street and Elk Vale Road.  The following is a brief description of the 
proposed improvements at these intersections: 
 
Eglin Street / LaCrosse Street  The recommended extension of Eglin Street from 
North Street to LaCrosse Street will result in a new intersection being created near the 
present intersection of LaCrosse Street and Rapp Street.  The signalized intersection 
will align with the existing motel approach on the west side of LaCrosse.  In order to 
provide adequate stacking for Eglin Street, some realignment will be required to Rapp 
Street and the access to the Comfort Inn Motel. (see attached photo) 
 
Eglin Street / North Street  The recommended extension of Eglin Street will also result 
in a new intersection being created between Eglin Street and North Street.  This 
signalized intersection will occur between the present North Street / DM&E Railroad 
Crossing and the Eastbound Ramps for the reconstructed Exit 60.  The construction of 
this new intersection and the proposed extension of Eglin Street to LaCrosse Street will 
eliminate the existing Eglin Street / DM&E Railroad Crossing.  The existing access will 
remain but will terminate in cul-de-sacs on each side of the crossing. (see attached 
photo) 
 
Eglin Street / Elk Vale Road  Elk Vale Road is being reconstructed as an Urban 
Expressway.  The proposed reconstruction will include reconstruction of the Exit 61 
interchange.  The final design of the interchange has not been decided.  However, in 
order to protect the traffic flow on Elk Vale Road, the SDDOT has established access 
criteria and has purchased control of access from adjacent landowners.  The spacing of 
the Eglin Street / Elk Vale Road intersection will require the intersection to be restricted 
to right-in / right-out turning movements only.  In order to provide additional movement 
for Eglin Street traffic, a connection from Eglin Street across the DM&E Railroad will be 
made to the full-movement signalized intersection of Elk Vale Road and Columbia 
Boulevard.  West of Elk Vale Road this connection will be made in the vicinity of Lowry 
Lane.  East of Elk Vale road, the connection will be made in the vicinity of DeGeest 
Drive. (see attached photo) 
 
The timing of the proposed improvements at Eglin / North will coincide with the 
reconstruction of Exit 60.  The proposed improvements to Eglin / Elk Vale Road will 
coincide with the reconstruction of Exit 61.  The proposed improvements to Eglin / 
LaCrosse will coincide with the extension of Eglin Street from North to LaCrosse Street. 
 

6/9/2003 
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Response to comments from Open House June 9, 2003 
 

June 23, 2003 letter from Greg Kunstman, Corporate Counsel for Menards, Inc. 

Mr. Kunstman is concerned that removing the connection between the existing Eglin Street 
fronting Menards and the future Eglin Street crossing East North Street as presented in the 
third Open House will have a detrimental impact on the value of the Menards property.  He 
also makes a case that the alignment shown in Alternative #2 would divide their property in 
such a way as to lower it’s potential value.   

Response: Alternative #2 was removed from consideration at the time that traffic studies 
showed that the Eglin Street / East North Street intersection would not lower 
the overall operational characteristics, thus eliminating the concern for the 
Alternative Alignment.   

Rapid City requested that existing Eglin Street fronting Menards remain 
connected to the proposed Eglin Street intersecting East North Street.  The 
recommended alternative shows that the connection exists. 

  

Undated comment sheet from Sylvia Conrad after the Third Open House. 

Ms. Conrad writes that she has no objection to the new alignment.  She is concerned with the 
proposed disconnect of the Eglin Street fronting Menards from the Eglin Street intersecting 
East North Street as shown at the Third Open House.  She views that disconnect as negative. 

Response: Rapid City requested that existing Eglin Street fronting Menards remain 
connected to the proposed Eglin Street intersecting East North Street.  The 
recommended alternative shows that the connection exists. 

  

Comment Sheet received from Andrew Vig on June 24, 2003 by the Rapid City Planning 
Department. 

Mr. Vig asks “Why is the alignment of Eglin Street at Elk Vale Road being offset even more 
that it already is?  To me the east side should be moved south to align with the west side 
which would give more storage room for cars at the stop light on the interchange.”  He 
believes that right-in and right-out only at Elk Vale Road on Eglin Street is not the best 
alternative for Woodstock Supply and would be disastrous if another route is not available 
before right-in/right-out is implemented.   

Response: The recommended alternative for Eglin Street includes a full movement 
intersection with Elk Vale Road.  Mr. Vig is apparently confused by the 
myriad of names shown on the study maps.  Eglin Street is shown as 
becoming Cheyenne Boulevard after crossing Elk Vale Road, but the route is 
continuous. 

The recommendations include a secondary connection between Eglin Street 
and the existing S I-90 Frontage Road that accesses Woodstock Supply.  The 
timing of construction is dependent on availability of funds and right-of-way, 
as well as securing a crossing permit from the DM&E Railroad. 

 
 




